
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell :  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 
Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

January 6, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Epiphany of Our Lord” 
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “WALK IN THE LIGHT” E. BROUGHTON 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, and 

bears gifts of mercy for all.   Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins with confidence in God’s promise of forgiveness.  
 

God, wonderful counselor,  

We confess that have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not made 

room for you in our hearts or in our world. We have lived in fear; we have not welcomed 

the stranger, we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us.  Amen 
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God’s lovingkindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are saved, not by anything 

we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on us richly. In the name of † Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Through the Spirit living in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is 

Love born for you, now and always.   Amen. 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD ” ELW 302 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us 

now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of 

your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Isiaih 60:1-6 

 

 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

  and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 

  and thick darkness the peoples; 

 but the LORD will arise upon you, 

  and his glory will appear over you. 

 3Nations shall come to your light, 

  and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 

  they all gather together, they come to you; 

 your sons shall come from far away, 

  and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

  your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

  the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

  the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

  all those from Sheba shall come. 

 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

  and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PSALM: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

 
 
1Give the king your jus- | tice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to | the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your | people righteously 

  and the | poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people, 

  and the | hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy a- | mong the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush | the oppressor. R 
 5May he live as long as the sun and | moon endure, 

  from one generation | to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon | the mown field, 

  like showers that wa- | ter the earth. 
 7In his time may the | righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more. 

 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the | isles pay tribute, 

  and the kings of Sheba and Seba | offer gifts. R 
 11May all kings bow | down before him, 

  and all the nations | do him service. 

 12For the king delivers the poor who cry out | in distress, 

  the oppressed, and those who | have no helper. 
 13He has compassion on the low- | ly and poor, 

  and preserves the lives | of the needy. 

 14From oppression and violence he re- | deems their lives, 

  and precious is their blood | in his sight. R 
 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 3:1-12 

 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for 

you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 

words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of 

Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has 

now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6that is, the Gentiles 

have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel. 



 

  7Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 

given me by the working of his power. 8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 
9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 

created all things; 10so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in 

accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in 

whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

 

 
 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 

East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 

For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all 

the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 

be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 



 

 for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 

and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 

them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

left for their own country by another road. 
 

 
 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “THE FIRST NOEL” ELW 300 

 

+NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from  

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the  

Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the  

 Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he  

 was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom  

will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  

 Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy  

 catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the  

 world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and 

all in any need. 

A brief silence. 

Drawn into the light of God, we pray for the proclamation of the grace of Jesus Christ. 

Give us courage and boldness to go forth into the world to tell the good news of what God 

has done. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Drawn into the glory of creation, we pray for the earth. Sustain every living thing with 

abundant resources, clean water, and sustainable harvests. Help us to steward all that you 

have provided. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Drawn into the brightness of God’s presence, we pray for the nations of the world. Reveal 

your compassion and peace for the sake of all who live in the shadow of oppression, 

violence, and fear. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Drawn into the light of healing mercy, we pray for all who wait for healing and relief of 

suffering (especially). Give us hope in the promise of new life where pain and suffering 

will be no more. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Drawn into the dawn of a new day, we pray for the ongoing reconciliation between people. 

Make us bold to name sin in our lives and unite us in the promise of forgiveness and 

mercy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Drawn into the promise of everlasting light, we pray for those who mourn and give thanks 

for all the saints who now rest in the brightness of God’s presence (especially). Make us 

confident in our worship as we reflect the light of God with eternal praise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all for 

whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “HAIL, O STAR” E. GRIEG 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE” SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A Holy God,    

C Your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross. 

As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to 

extend your care among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 
 



 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and be glad! 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, 

if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship 

Assistant. 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 308, 

303, 301. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come 

among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever.    

Amen. 
 



 

+ BENEDICTION  

God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the 

lifegiving Spirit who shines on you,  bless you and keep you in hope and peace.  Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “SHINE JESUS SHINE” ELW 671 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE “THE WATCHMAN AND THE STAR” J. RASLEY 

 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

SERVING TODAY:     8:30          10:30        

Worship Assistant     

Lector  Mark Gesalman 

Acolyte Levi Hebrank Jonathan Askey 

Crucifer   Cody Barnard 

Greeters   Bill & Janet Ambrose 

Ushers  Rob & Josh Lipko 

Altar Guild Jackie Sheleheda Janet Ambrose 

 

Counters  Kathy Wolfe & Mark 

Gesalman 
 

 We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 

 

 

LIVING GIFTS have been designated by: 

 

Lillian Shea to Rocking Horse Preschool in memory of Lorraine Simonet. 

 

Jay & Jean Brunot to the Junior Youth Group in loving memory of Lorraine Simonet. 

 
 

 



 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF January 6 – 13, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Senior Choir 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 Following Service Epiphany Tea 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Mtg. 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 Committee Mtg. 

Monday 9:30 am.  New Neighbors 

  6:00 pm. Brownies 

 6:00 pm. Troop 416 Patrol Mtg. 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

 12:30 pm. Parkinson’s Support Group 

 6:30 pm. AOL Den/Wolves 2 

 7:00 pm. Meals on Wheels 

Wednesday  7:00 pm. Committee Chair Meeting 

 7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Senior Choir 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 9:30 am. Fellowship Meeting 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 6:00 pm. 7th Grade Confirmation 

 6:00 pm. Bible Study 

 7:00 pm. 8th Grade Confirmation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up in the hallway. Simply Giving members will 

have a box of envelopes for Special Services. 

 

2018 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available. If the church does not 

have your email address, please provide it to the office. If an email address is not available to us, 

paper copies will be on the table in the commons area until the end of January after which they will 

be mailed. 

 

LIVING GIFTS - A new sign-up sheet has been posted in the hall. Please sign up for those 

dates that may have special meaning to you. 

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 20th following the 10:30 service in the 

sanctuary. 

 

UNDECORATING OF THE CHURCH WILL TAKE PLACE ON MONDAY, 

JANUARY 7th at 9:00 am. SEE JACK GESALMAN IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP. 

 

 

Council Openings 
 
There are Seven (7) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and two (2) year terms and 
one (1) year term.  
 
Candidates must be communing and contributing members of the congregation. Why not take a 
more active role in the congregation. These are very important positions to fill. The requirements 
include attending a monthly meeting and being a representative for a committee at the council 
meetings. If you are interested in running, please contact Pastor Frank, a Council member listed 
on the inside front cover of the newsletter or the church office. 

 
 

8th Annual Soup Sale 
February 2/3, 2019 

Warm up the winter months with our 8th Annual Soup Sale. Order form is up in the 

Commons area. Proceeds benefit the 2021 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

 

 



 

 

January 19, 2019 
Following the 5:30 service. 

 

Bring an appetizer to share. 

Sign up in the Commons Area. 
 

 

BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES 
Sunday 

January 20, 2019 Following Annual Meeting 
Bring a sandwich and dessert to share. As usual, all women are invited to join us as share recently 

read books, enjoy scripture and have fun playing games. 

 

Mutual Ministry Committee Training and Development 
Event open to all Mutual Ministry members, Council Members and any other interested 

parties. Please let the office know if you are interested in attending. 

 

A Mutual Ministry Committee's job is to aid the pastor and staff to make their ministry 

effective and to be a support system. Your congregation is encouraged to consider a 

Mutual Ministry Committee for the support of the pastor and his/her family for the 

strengthening of the ministry of your congregation.  We’ve invited the Rev. Dr. Sandra 

Jones, Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership Development in the NWPA Synod, to 

facilitate our learning and discussion. 

 

Saturday, January 12, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at Harrold Zion Lutheran Church, 

Baltzer-Meyer Pike, Greensburg.  Registration is $12 per person to cover lunch and 

materials. Register online or contact Sandy DeLorenze at the synod office: 412-367-8222 

or sandy.delorenze@swpasynod.org. 
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