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A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

January 27, 2019 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Third Sunday after Epiphany” 
Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and 

service. This time is designed for personal meditation. 
When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

  “BLESSED STATE OF FAITHFUL SOULS” J.S. BACH 
 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates and forms us, who redeems us and 

calls us, who unites us and sends us.   Amen. 
 

Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin.  
 

Mighty and loving God,  

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way. 

We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our 

mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope 

and love.  Amen 
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Hear the voice of Jesus: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the 

captives.” In the name of † Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and 

you are released. The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are 

yours forever.    Amen. 
 

INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 
 

+ GATHERING HYMN “GOD, WHOSE ALMIGHTY WORD ” ELW 673 
 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

+ HYMN OF PRAISE 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of 

your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, 

that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of 

eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

 
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 

told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to 

Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 

women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh 

month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until 

midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and 

the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the book 

in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened 

it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 

answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 

worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the 

law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the 

reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites 

who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do 

not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then 

he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them 

to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be 

grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PSALM: Psalm 19 

 
 
1The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God, 

  and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork. 

 2One day tells its tale | to another, 

  and one night imparts knowledge | to another. 
 3Although they have no | words or language, 

  and their voices | are not heard, 

 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world, 

  where God has pitched a tent | for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber; 

  it rejoices like a champion to | run its course. 

 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | 

it again; 

  nothing is hidden from its | burning heat. R 
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 

 8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever; 

  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether. 

 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 

  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. R 
 11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 

  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 

 12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 

  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over 

me; 

  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 

 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your 

sight, 

  O LORD, my strength and | my redeemer. R 
 

 



 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 

Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, 

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 

part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 

the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an 

eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense 

of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he 

chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many 

members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 

again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we 

think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 

treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But 

God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there 

may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 

another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 

rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, 

then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 
29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all 

possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the 

greater gifts. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 



 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 
 

 

 
 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and 

was praised by everyone. 

 

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue 

on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet 

Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in 

the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 

has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “HARK THE GLAD SOUND” ELW 239 

 

 



 

 

 

+APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

United as one body in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Empower bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, evangelists, and all 

members of Christ’s body with your Spirit. Open our hearts to hear your word of life and 

respond in lives of service. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the earth. For all creatures of the land, air, and water. Heal environments damaged by 

disaster or pollution. Make us wise stewards of all you have entrusted into our care. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 



 

 

For the nations. Liberate us from our captivity to fear and ways of violence. Free those 

who are unjustly imprisoned and those who are imprisoned for working for freedom. Give 

us vision to seek the pathways of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those in need. Rescue those who suffer abuse or neglect. Bring an end to hunger and 

greed. Accompany those who are alone or vulnerable. Comfort those who grieve and all 

who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For this assembly. Bless those who proclaim your word and those who teach. Bless those 

whose talents are not recognized, and teach us to honor the gifts of all your people. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have gone before us in the faith (especially 

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe). Wipe away all tears and bring us with them into the joy of the 

resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 
 

  

OFFERTORY (8:30) “IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR 

WEST ” 

L. WARRINER 

   

ANTHEM (10:30) “WE ARE MARCHING IN THE 

LIGHT” 

SENIOR CHOIR 

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A God of all creation,     

C All you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 

bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that 

we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and be glad! 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, 

if you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship 

Assistant. 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 611, 

483, 487. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine 

beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may 

set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your 

glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen. 
 



 

 

+ BENEDICTION  

The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; 

and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 

and remain with you always.  Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST” ELW 650 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is your light. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE  “FUGUE IN C MAJOR” G. F. HANDEL 
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SERVING TODAY:     8:30          10:30        

Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Open Doris Wood 

Acolyte Owen DeMatt Drezden Gealman 

Crucifer   Mackenzie Halfhill 

Greeters   Bill & Tami Stewart 

Ushers  Chuck Luffy & Andew 

King 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh Jessica Darragh 

 

Counters  Bill Benton & Jack 

Gesalman 
 

 We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register.  

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 
 

Ne & Pap Brown to the Capital Fund in honor of Kayden Askey’s 11th birthday on January 

28. 

 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF January 27 – February 3, 2019 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Senior Choir 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

 Following Service Jr. Youth – Trampoline Park 

 5:15 pm. Sr. Youth 

Monday 6:30 pm. Webelos 

 7:00 pm. Mutual Ministry 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot – Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. – 2:00 pm. Chat-n-Sew 

Wednesday 9:30 am. Newsletter Folding 

  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 12:00 pm. 6th Grade Pre-Confirmation 

  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

  Soup Sale Pick Up 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Senior Choir 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion  

  Soup Sale Pick Up 

 3:00 pm. Pack 416 Committee Mtg. 

 

 

8th Annual Soup Sale – LAST CHANCE 
February 2/3, 2019 

Order form is up in the Commons area. Proceeds benefit the 2021 Youth Gathering 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
The collection of money to support the Westmoreland County Food Bank 
will take place on Super Bowl weekend, February 2nd and 3rd, 2019. Please 
plan to bring your contribution for collection by the youth at worship 
services these days. Envelopes are provided in your bulletin. This is part of 
a program that was organized by a church youth group, and spread across 

the whole country. God bless our youth! 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up in the hallway. Simply Giving members will 

have a box of envelopes for Special Services. 

 

2018 Giving Statements have been emailed. If the church does not have your email address, 

please provide it to the office. If an email address is not available to us, paper copies are on the table 

in the commons area until the end of January after which they will be mailed. 

 

Annual Meals on Wheels Cookie Bake Off - February 10 
Meals on Wheels delivers meals to 141 people daily (Monday thru Friday). In each meal, 

customers get 2 cookies. That is 282 cookies daily. Let’s start baking. We are asking each 

household to contribute four dozen cookies to our annual Cookie and Sweet Treat drive for 

Meals on Wheels. Your donations will help supply delivered meals with a sweet treat. Our 

goal this year is 5,000 cookies. All donations welcome. Cookies do not have to be 

homemade. Please deliver no later than 11 am. START BAKING NOW and simply place 

items in the freezer clearly marked “MOW”. 
 
 

VALENTINE POTLUCK 

 
 
 

 
 

February 10 

Following the 10:30 Service 

Bring your Valentine & a dish to share to our Valentine Potluck. Sign 

up in the Commons Area. 

 

BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES will follow the Valentine 

Potluck on February 10
th

. 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT will be rescheduled. Watch your bulletins, newsletter and Commons 

are for information. 

 

 
 



 
Congregational Meeting Summary         January 20 
 
Gift & Endowments 
Ryan Ebner, the ELCA regional gift planner who helped write our new gift and endowment policies, 
spoke on the importance of gift planning to both our congregation and to us as individuals. Copies of 
the policies are available in the office and are in the Bulletin of Reports. Ryan Ebner is not a salesman 
but an advisor provided by the ELCA and our Synod; he can be reached at 814-823-3285. 
 

Budget 
A budget was passed that was unfortunately minimalistic because of decreased giving. Copies of the 
budget are in the Bulletin of Reports as well. The Bulletin of Reports are available on the greeter’s 
table. 
 

Long Range Initiative and Capital Fund Drive 
The importance of continuing the Long Range Initiative was emphasized because only thru donations 
to this fund can the position of Youth Director continue to be a paid position beyond August, 2019. To 
this end, the Capital Fund Drive, which is to build the major repair fund back to its pre-air conditioner 
replacement level, has taken a back seat. Envelopes for your contributions to both are available in the 
pews or can be given in a regular envelope marked with LRI or CFD, your name and envelope number. 
 

Deficit from 2018 
Because of an unexpected decrease in congregation envelope giving, particularly in the areas of 
pledged and unpledged giving, we have a deficit from last year. A fund has been established with the 
purpose of recovering that deficit of approximately $7000. If you wish to contribute to this fund, you 
can either use a 2018 envelope or mark an envelope “Deficit” with your name and envelope number. 
Those members who wish to complete their 2018 pledged amounts are particularly encouraged to do 
so. But it is important to realize that your continuing contributions to the church are very important so 
we can meet or exceed this year’s budget so this past year’s deficit is only a one time phenomenon 
instead of a growing trend. Our 2019 budget is based on your continuing giving trends, whether 
pledged or unpledged. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Those members who have insurance policies with Thrivent are encouraged to call Thrivent and 
designate Good Shepherd as the recipient for your choice dollars. Part of this money that we received 
went to youth coordinator salary and programs. This is of no cost and undesignated moneys 
disappear. Even if you called last year, you still need to call them at 1-800-847-4836 before March31st.    
 

Your Congregational Council  
Remaining on Congregational Council are Chuck Luffy, Jean Mathers, Jim Stewart, Debbie Sullenberger 
and Rich Welsh. Re-elected to Council were Jack Gesalman, Mark Gesalman and Lillian Shea. Elected to 

council were Kathy Wolfe, Ken Hill, Greg Bittner, and George Billig. 
 

    Submitted by Jack Gesalman 
    Chair of Congregational Meeting  


