For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar
included in your newsletter and individual committee articles.

The deadline for the March Newsletter is February 18th and
folding will be Wednesday, February 27th at 9:30 am.
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‘The Pastor’s Pen’
February
‘Nothing Else Matters’
Nothing Else Matters... One of the worst feelings in the world is
knowing that someone you love is hurting, and there’s nothing you
can do. What do you say when you’re standing there helplessly,
watching your loved one bury her head in her arms and struggle with
the weight that life has dealt? Maybe you can’t take the pain and
frustration away, but you can show your concern ad compassion.
Don’t ever think you can’t do anything—sometimes a little friendship
can go a long way.
Give a hug, if that’s okay. Touch is a universal language. If a loved
one is going through a tough time, offer your touch and give this
person a big hug. It may sound simple but for someone who is
distressed, afraid or upset, warm touch can be soothing and calming...
Offer to spend time doing whatever. Your friend or loved one may
want to lounge around all day watching TV or may want to talk or
maybe go shopping or simply take a nap. Just be present... Bring over
a pick-me-up. If you know of a certain thing that tends to bring a
smile to your friend or loved one’s face, bring it to cheer him or her.
A comfy blanket, a movie, or a half gallon of a favorite ice cream may
be just the thing to share... Be helpful. If your friend or loved one is
grieving or upset, she or he may not have the energy to tidy up the
house, pick up groceries, or take the dog out for a walk. Step
forward to complete chores or run errands like these, and you could
remove additional stress... Reach out and make a call to express your
sorrow for what she or he is going through. Don’t get upset if your
call is not returned right away, but simply extend your well wishes in a
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voicemail message.
friend who is

Many people have no idea what to say to a

grieving or upset, so they choose to say nothing. Even if you don’t
have all the right words, your loved one or friend will appreciate you
thinking of him or her and acknowledging that what she’s going
through is important...
‘Call me if you need me.’ I’m sure you’ve heard these words or even
said them to someone. We may feel like we are a burden if we call or
stop by, so we end up never calling or stopping by. A better way is to
be specific about when you will call or stop by... Sometimes all
people need is to feel like someone is listening to them. Give the gift
of listening. Truly take in what is and isn’t being said. A reflective
statement, such as “I hear that you are sad about______. I feel awful
that this is happening to you, but I hope you know I’ll be here for you,”
can do a lot for someone... Don’t offer empty clichés. During hard
times, people resort to unhelpful platitudes that offer no comfort, but
only make the circumstance worse. Avoid these unsupportive,
greeting card comments like, everything happens for a reason, time
heals all wounds, it was meant to be, it could be worse, what’s done is
done and so on...
Instead, offer to pray with your friend or loved one. Meet the person
where they are and offer your presence and comfort in a way that is
comfortable to him or her... When life seems empty and meaningless.
When physical or emotional hurt and pain and loss make it seem like
‘nothing else matters in life anymore,’ just you being you and being
there in loving and sensitive ways for your friend or loved one is the
best thing you can do to share the love of God. This will matter!
This is how God gets love and forgiveness and comfort to you and me
and all of God’s children; through the light of Christ that shines
through you to another.
In Christ’s love and Peace,
Pastor Frank +
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COUNCIL NEWS – JANUARY MEETING DETAILS
Congregational Meeting Summary – January 20
Gift & Endowments
Ryan Ebner, the ELCA regional gift planner who helped write our new gift and
endowment policies, spoke on the importance of gift planning to both our
congregation and to us as individuals. Copies of the policies are available in the
office and are in the Bulletin of Reports. Ryan Ebner is not a salesman but an advisor
provided by the ELCA and our Synod; he can be reached at 814-823-3285.
Budget
A budget was passed that was unfortunately minimalistic because of decreased
giving. Copies of the budget are in the Bulletin of Reports as well. The Bulletin of
Reports are available on the greeter’s table.
Long Range Initiative and Capital Fund Drive
The importance of continuing the Long Range Initiative was emphasized because
only thru donations to this fund can the position of Youth Director continue to be a
paid position beyond August, 2019. To this end, the Capital Fund Drive, which is to
build the major repair fund back to its pre-air conditioner replacement level, has
taken a back seat. Envelopes for your contributions to both are available in the pews
or can be given in a regular envelope marked with LRI or CFD, your name and
envelope number.
Deficit from 2018
Because of an unexpected decrease in congregation envelope giving, particularly in
the areas of pledged and unpledged giving, we have a deficit from last year. A fund
has been established with the purpose of recovering that deficit of approximately
$7000. If you wish to contribute to this fund, you can either use a 2018 envelope or
mark an envelope “Deficit” with your name and envelope number. Those members
who wish to complete their 2018 pledged amounts are particularly encouraged to do
so. But it is important to realize that your continuing contributions to the church are
very important so we can meet or exceed this year’s budget so this past year’s deficit
is only a one time phenomenon instead of a growing trend. Our 2019 budget is
based on your continuing giving trends, whether pledged or unpledged.
Thrivent Choice Dollars
Those members who have insurance policies with Thrivent are encouraged to call
Thrivent and designate Good Shepherd as the recipient for your choice dollars. Part
of this money that we received went to youth coordinator salary and programs. This
is of no cost and undesignated moneys disappear. Even if you called last year, you
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still need to call them at 1-800-847-4836 before March31st.

Your Congregational Council
Remaining on Congregational Council are Chuck Luffy, Jean Mathers, Jim Stewart,
Debbie Sullenberger and Rich Welsh. Re-elected to Council were Jack Gesalman,
Mark Gesalman and Lillian Shea. Elected to council were Kathy Wolfe, Ken Hill, Greg
Bittner, and George Billig.
Submitted by Jack Gesalman
Chair of Congregational Meeting

COUNCIL MEETING – JANUARY 21
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Vice President – Jack Gesalman
Treasurer – Shelley Cottrill
Recording Secretary – Rich Welsh
Financial Secretary – Shelley Cottrill
Asst Treasurer – Position Tabled until candidate are found
LIAISON ASSIGNMENTS – See Front Cover
MINUTES: December Minutes are missing due to a technological
error
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer’s report was presented and
approved at congregational meeting.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
WORSHIP AND MUSIC:
 Ash Wednesday & Wednesdays in Lent
SOCIAL MINISTRY:
 Super Bowl of Caring – February 2-3
 Weekend Backpack Food Program – March 7 and May 9
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:
 Trivia Night Postponed
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MUTUAL MINISTRY:
 Informational Meeting was attended by the Committee members
 Regroup 1/28 at 7:00pm
ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL:
 Budget in Place
PUBLIC RELATIONS:
 LED Sign Update – too costly to get on agenda
STEPHENS MINISTRY
 New Ministers finishing training
NEW BUSINESS:
 Mina Rutter – resigning from Mutual Ministry Committee
 Lenten Monies – Designation and Collection
◦ New envelopes
◦ Discussed distribution of Money
A Motion was made to distribute Lenten Monies $100 towards
Union Mission and 50% or remaining money to Pastors
Discretionary fund and 50% to Lutheran Disaster Relief.
 Shrove Tuesday – Thrivent money will be asked for
GENERAL BUSINESS:
 Anything from Committee Chair Meeting
 Jim Coppetti – Move to Inactive or Remove from roles
 Date of Installation of Council & Officers
◦ January 27
 Congregational Council Training
 February Newsletter Deadline – January 21
 Committee Chair Meeting – February 6, 2019
 Council Dinner – Friday Feb 8, 7:00 PM

ADJOURNMENT: NEXT MEETING is February 18, 2019
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Congregation & Committee News
FINANCE COMMITTEE – See annual Meeting Report on
Page 4.
2019 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick up in the hallway.
2018 Giving Statements were emailed to those that have provided an
email address. If the church does not have your email address, please
provide it to the office. If an email address was not available to us, paper
copies were mailed January 29th.

Envelope Explanation
There are three envelopes in the pews for your convenience and
offering choices. The BLUE envelope is the Long Term Initiative which
supports the salaries of the Youth Coordinator, the Membership
Coordinator and their programs. The GREEN envelope is for the
Capital Fund Drive which is repaying the Major Repair Fund which was
depleted by the purchase of the new air-conditioning/heating units in
the sanctuary. The WHITE envelope is for the General Fund of the
church and is there for normal offering if you do not have your regular
giving envelope. Please choose how you
wish to support your church with your
weekly giving. Thank you for your
support.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Join us
6-8th
Every

at Sunday School Pre/K through
Sunday from 9:30-10:20am
(Birth-3 year olds)
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Located in Nursery
Sunday, February, 3rd
9:30am
Come celebrate Valentine’s
Day with us
Party will take place during Sunday School
Sunday, February 10th
9:30am

Confirmation
Class dates are as follows:

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturdays 12:00 pm.
February 2

7th Grade Confirmation – 6:00 pm.
8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm.
February 10
And T.B.D.

Jr. Youth Ceramics
Sunday, February 10, 2019
Cost $10.00
Pizza, drinks & snacks will be provided
12:00pm
Victoria Lin
305 Alwine Ave, Greensburg
Please contact Rachel King 724-454-6476 if you would
like to attend by Sunday, February 3
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Sr. Youth Trip
Saturday, February 16-17,
2019

Sunday School/Youth
January/ February Calendars
are available. They are hanging on the Sunday School
board in hallway to Social Room

Pick your Soup Up
February 2-3, 2019
Before or after services
Thank you for supporting the 2021 Youth Gathering
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Bible Study
Sunday, February
10, 2019
6-7pm
All are Welcome
**Please check for
cancellations or
time change on
church Facebook Page or contact Rachel King 724-4546476 due to weather.

Save the date
Vacation Bible School will be
held

June 17-21, 2019
**Please contact Rachel King if you are able to help out!
724-454-6476

Exciting News
Our church was chosen to host a “Roar” VBS Fun Shop this
year on

Saturday, April 6th
Group's VBS FunShop events offer hands-on-training where you’ll
learn how to create amazing decorations with step-by-step
instructions, experience a “Day at VBS,” network and learn how to
plan, coordinate and pull off an amazing VBS event. Learn how to
make every second count at VBS. Get practical pointers on all things
VBS—including fundraising, volunteer recruiting, decorating, and
family follow-up. Get an energizing jump start to your VBS season,
and...have fun! Bring all your key leaders!
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Spread the Word if you have any friends or family that
attend a different church that will also be planning to use
“Roar” as their VBS and they would like
to attend the Fun Shop.
You can register by going to
https://www.group.com/category/ministryresources/childrens-ministry/vbs/funshop.do

SOCIAL MINISTRY
Souper Bowl of Caring
The collection of money to support the Westmoreland County Food Bank will
take place on Super Bowl weekend, February 2nd and 3rd, 2019. Please plan
to bring your contribution for collection by the youth at worship services
these days. This is part of a program that was organized by a church youth
group, and spread across the whole country. God bless our youth!

WEEKEND BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM
Good Shepherd Church is joining with several other churches and
church schools to provide weekend lunches for children who currently
receive free school lunches at West Point Elementary School, but have
insufficient means to assure meals over the weekends. We have
volunteered to collect the items listed below in sufficient quantities to
fill forty (40) grocery bags to take to the West
Point Elementary School on the listed
Thursdays for distribution to the children in
their backpacks on the succeeding Friday.
Good Shepherd's scheduled dates include
January 10th, March 7th and May 9th. We
are requesting donors to sign up to purchase
and bring to the church office the following
items, which make up the contents of one backpack lunch bag:

2 twin packs of Pop Tarts or 2 packages of individual serving cereal
2 individual serve applesauce
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2 microwave macaroni & cheese cups
2 pasta & sauce meals
1 fruit snack pouch
1 multi-grain bar
1 bag of snack size chips or pretzels
1 pre-packaged rice krispie treat
To complete 40 bags, we need donations of 80 Pop Tart twin packs, 80
applesauce, 80 mac & cheese, 80 pasta meals, and 40 each of fruit
snacks, multi-grain bars, rice krispie treats and chips or pretzels. Please
look for sign-up materials in the commons area.

W/E.L.C.A.
BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES
Sunday
February 10, 2019 Following the Valentine Potluck
All women are invited to stay after the luncheon and join us and
see what we are about. We will end at 2:30 that afternoon.

Fellowship Update
Fellowship Committee meets the 2nd Sunday of the month. Next
meeting is February 10th at 9:30 am. in the Social Hall.

VALENTINE POTLUCK

February 10
Following the 10:30 Service
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Bring your Valentine & a dish to share to our
Valentine Potluck. Sign up in the Commons Area.

TRIVIA NIGHT has been rescheduled for FEBRUARY 23,
2019 from 6:30 – 8:30 pm. Sign up in the Commons Area.
Anyone who is interested in being on the committee is welcome. If you
have a suggestion for any activity, please call,
Fran Ober
724-837-6794
Bonnie Altman
724-331-6621

Annual Meals on Wheels Cookie Bake Off February 10
Meals on Wheels delivers meals to 141 people daily (Monday
thru Friday). In each meal, customers get 2 cookies. That is 282
cookies daily. Let’s start baking. We are asking each household to
contribute four dozen cookies to our annual Cookie and Sweet
Treat drive for Meals on Wheels. Your donations will help supply
delivered meals with a sweet treat. This is a small gesture you can
do at home. Our goal this year is 5,000 cookies. All donations
welcome. Cookies do not have to be homemade. Please deliver no
later than 11 am. START BAKING NOW and simply place items
in the freezer clearly marked “MOW”. Here is a simple recipe to
try.
1 box cake mix
2 eggs
½ c. oil
To any cake mix, add eggs and oil and mix. Drop by teaspoons onto an
ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 8-10 minutes at 375 degrees.
Try a spice cake and add 1 tsp. cinnamon and some raisins. Add chocolate
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chips to a yellow or cherry cake mix. Use an orange cake mix and add 1
cup of coconut. Use your imagination.

Thank you in advance for your
support.
Sue Rhome & Pat Gatons

Meet Lillian Shea. Lillian, a life-long
Lutheran, grew up in Rockville Centre,
Long Island, NY. She joined Good
Shepherd in October, 1971 when they
moved to Greensburg from Washington, PA. Now retired, Lillian spent 42
years in education; 6 as a middle school teacher and 35 years as a school
counselor. While working full time and raising three children, Bill, Chuck and
Aileen, she became very involved in the life of Good Shepherd: singing in the
choir for 45 years, serving regularly as worship assistant, teaching Sunday
school for 35 years, was head of Christian Education for 10 years, and served
on church council many times including being council vice president. In
addition, Lillian has always been an active member of WELCA, is the
coordinator of Books, Games and Scriptures, a Martha Committee volunteer
and President of Rocking Horse Preschool Board. She also spends many
hours at Hanna's Town leading school tours and special programs and
working in the museum store. Above all, Lillian is
always there for her grandchildren, Charlotte, Lila,
Graham, Anna and Will. Lillian and her husband Bill, a
microbiology professor, were married 41 years when
he passed away in 2007.

Rocking Horse Preschool Registration
Have a neighbor or friend with a three or four year old? Our Rocking
Horse Preschool now has open enrollment for the 2019-2020 school
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year. Rocking Horse Preschool is the longest continuously operating
preschool in the area for the past 43 years. Contact the church office or
our preschool registrar, Erin Hill. See our website and/or the preschool
website for further information. rockinghorsereschool.com.

News & Announcements
*As the winter weather approaches, Tune in to WPXI for Closings
and Delays.
*Each month several bakers bake cookies for Meal on Wheels. We
really could use some additional bakers. The baking is done in your
home and you would only bake 3 times a year. If you are interested
in baking, contact the office.
*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church
office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays.
*If you sign up for a Living gift, don’t forget to turn the slip in that
indicates where you would like your gift designated.
*If you would like to share something on the Good Shepherd
Facebook page, Website or photos for the Photo gallery, please fill
out the appropriate form (located on the bulletin board) and return it
to the bin on the counter in the commons area.

Lillian
Shea

Chuck & Fran
Ober – 55 years!
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:
Good Shepherd Members:

Roger

Barb Craig

Robin Atwell
Jane Croushore

Jackie Guhl
John Sarp
Mary Lou Hacker LeAnn Storey

Bob S.

Jeff Guhl

Lisa Appleby

Marilyn DePalma

Laurie Castillo

Jack Laird
Ida
Amy (Demi)
Lily
Larry Steuber

Pam Hedman
Bill Albright
Joann Pallitto
Bob Syelong

Brian McGee
Ray Glesk
Corbin Mardis
Kimberly Morrison

Andy
Joe Schubert
Jimmy Soderberg
Tom

Dustin & Connor Wodoslawsky
Isabelle Bruggeman

Those in care facilities:
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar
St. Anne Home: Audrey Troutman
Westmoreland Manor: Peg Hobbs, Ruth Gesalman, Colette Backus
Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher, Charlotte Hein,
New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser, Carole

Bridges, Jane Croushore
Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott
Those in the Service
NATIONAL GUARD
Spencer Goehrig
IRAQ:
Paul Harrold, Tyler Beranek
NAVY:
Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko
ITALY:
Derek Leach
ARMY RESERVES:
Ryan Ilich
FORT LEWIS:
Lindsey Patrick
We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give
thanks to God for their service to our nation.
Friends and relative of the Good Shepherd family:

Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko
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Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman
Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh
Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson
Dick Jones – Parkinson’s – brother of Marion Bendl
Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of:
Amelia Podolinski, Aunt of Pastor Frank
Pastor Robert Free
Patrick DePalma
Barbara Spitznogle
Amos Rager Sr., Father of Amos Rager
We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names will
appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to keep them
longer. Thank you.
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