
 

 

 
  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word and Sacrament 

December 23, 2018 – 8:30 & 10:30 am. 

“Fourth Sunday of Advent” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

   

   

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, the 

mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn from on high who guides us into 

peace.   Amen. 
 

Let us come before God in confession. 
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To you, O God, 

 

We lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we confess our sins to you. 

Remember not our sins; remember us with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; 

teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in 

Jesus Christ our Savior.   Amen. 
 

Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of salvation. Remember the 

gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you 

are anointed to serve. Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “MY SOUL PROCLAIMS THE GREATNESS 

OF THE LORD” 

ELW 251 

 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

 

+ LIGHTING OF THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE   

 

(THE VERSE WILL BE SUNG BEFORE THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE AND 

THEN AGAIN AFTER THE ADVENT PRAYER). 

 

 “O COME, O COME EMMANUEL” ELW 257 vs. 4  
 

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. In your Son Emmanuel, you have 

shown us your light and saved us from the power of sin. Bless us as we light the candles on 

this wreath. Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s 

birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our salvation.  

Blessed be God forever.   Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

+ KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

 from you shall come forth for me 

  one who is to rule in Israel, 

 

 



 

 

 whose origin is from of old, 

  from ancient days. 

 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

 then the rest of his kindred shall return 

  to the people of Israel. 

 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 

  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

  to the ends of the earth; 

 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b - 55  

 
 

46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation. R 
 51You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 55the promise made | to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 

 



 

 

SECOND READING:  Hebrews 10:5-10 

 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 

 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 

 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 

offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 

establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:29-45 [46-55] 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
 

 

 



 

 
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 

Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 

fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 

to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for 

joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord.” [ 

  46And Mary said,  

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 

 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

SERMON 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “CANTICLE OF THE TURNING” ELW 723 

 

 

 



 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

 

 

 



 

+PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful Lord, you keep your promises. Move your church to sing like Mary and rejoice 

like Elizabeth. Teach us to sing of your faithfulness all our days. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Ancient of Days, with joy you danced over the waters and birthed creation. Give us joy in 

caring for the soil beneath us, the water around us, and the sky above us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Prince of peace, your sacrifice gives abundant life to all. Raise up leaders in every nation 

whose goals are health and well-being for all people and creation. Grant them wisdom and 

compassion to serve as you would have them serve. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Good Shepherd, you feed your flock. Fill the hungry with good things. Lift up the lowly. 

Accompany the refugee. Comfort the lonely. Heal the sick (especially). Send us in haste to 

surround them with your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Love Incarnate, you are with us at the manger, on the cross, and on the resurrection road. 

Walk with all who live with depression, grief, or heartache in this season. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Ever-living God, you are Alpha and Omega. We thank you for all who sing now in the 

heavenly choir, especially those dear to us. Join our voices with theirs in praise of the 

Christ child. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those 

unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 



 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY (8:30)   

ANTHEM  “GROW, LOVELY ROSE” SENIOR CHOIR 
 

 

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A God of Abundance, 

C We bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

+GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 

 

+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

 

 



 

 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God fills the hungry with good things. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

 

ALL BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS are welcome to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Children may come forward for a blessing. During communion, we offer wine and grape juice, if 

you would like to receive grape juice do not bring a cup, it will be provided by the Worship Assistant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT     
 

 
Please continue singing during distribution of communion the following hymns: ELW 

272,260,265. 

 

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 



 

 

+ POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Holy One, 

We give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your endless love. 

Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, harvesters of justice and righteousness, 

and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all, 

and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.    Amen.   

 

+ SENDING HYMN “PEOPLE LOOK EAST” ELW 248 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE     
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We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

 

 

 Council Openings 
There are Seven (7) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and two (2) year 

terms and one (1) year term. Candidates must be communing and contributing members of 

the congregation. Why not take a more active role in the congregation. These are very 

important positions to fill. The requirements include attending a monthly meeting and 

being a representative for a committee at the council meetings. If you are interested in 

running, please contact Pastor Frank, a Council member listed on the inside front cover of 

the newsletter or the church office. 

 

 

 



 

 

SERVING TODAY:   8:30    10:30      

    
Worship Assistant Open Open 

Lector Rich Welsh Janet Ambrose 

Acolyte David Welsh Colin Ecker 

Crucifer XXX Ben Podolinski 

Greeters Open Bob Davidson 
 

Ushers Open Andrew King & Joe Cottrill 
 

Altar Guild Tammy Welsh Jessica Darragh 

Counters  Shelley Cottrill & Gail Brown 

 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF December 23, 2018 – January 1, 2019 
 Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 9:35 am. Adult Catechism 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

Monday 4:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Christmas Eve 7:30 pm. Holy Communion 

 10:00 pm. Holy Communion 

Tuesday    Merry Christmas 

Wednesday   Office Closed 

Thursday   Office Closed 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday 5:30 pm. Lessons & Carols 

Sunday 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 10:30 am. Lessons & Carols 

Monday New Year’s Eve Office Closed 

Tuesday   Happy New Year 

 

THANK YOU  
Thank you to everyone that donated items for the Mitten Tree. There were 180 items 

donated of which 150 were hats and gloves. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Offering, Pledges and the End of the Year 
As we approach the end of the year, our church again finds itself several thousand dollars in 
arrear which concerns both council and the finance committee. We usually make up this deficit 
during December as people either increase their giving or bring their giving up to their pledged 
levels. If you are not sure of your giving total vs. pledged amount please contact Shelley Cottrill or 
Jack Gesalman or the church office for this information. We strongly encourage members to give 
at least what they pledged for the budget is based on that amount. And you can always give more 
than you pledged as well! And we thank all contributing members for their gifts. 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up in the hallway. Simply Giving members 
will have a box of envelopes for Special Services. 
 

2018 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available. If the church does 
not have your email address, please provide it to the office. If an email address is not 
available to us, paper copies will be on the table in the commons area until the end of 
January after which they will be mailed. 

 

January 6, 2019 
WELCA will host an Epiphany Tea on January 6th, following 
the 10:30 service, in the Social Room. Women of all ages are 

invited to attend. Bring your favorite tea cup and saucer (or mug) and an appropriate tea 
savory or sweet to share. Scones and tea sandwiches will be provided. This is a god time to 
join with others to reflect on the Epiphany message and share holiday stories. A sign up sheet 
will be posted in the commons area. Deadline to sign up is December 30th. 
 

Christmas Services 
 

December 24, 2018 – Christmas Eve 
 

4:30 pm., 7:30 pm., 10:00 pm. Holy Communion & Candlelight 

 

Lessons & Carols  

 We need Lectors for Both Lessons & Carols Services 

o Saturday, December 29 – 5:30 pm. 

o Sunday, December 30 – 10:30 am. (Only one service this day.) 

 

If you are able to help at any of the services, please pitch in. 
 


