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For detailed calendar activities please see the monthly calendar 

included in your newsletter and individual committee articles. 
 

The deadline for the February Newsletter is January 21st and 

folding will be Wednesday, January 30th at 9:30 am.  
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‘The Pastor’s Pen’ 
 

It’s that time of the year again. December has come and with it all the 
joys of Christmas. I find myself asking the question again, “What is the 
real meaning of Christmas?” Is it the gifts under the tree, the lights in 
the windows and on shrubbery, the cards in the mail, turkey dinners 
with family and friends, snow in the yard, stockings hanging in the 
living room, and shouts of ‘Merry Christmas” to those who pass us?  
Is this really Christmas?  
 
For many people, Christmas is a time of sorrow. They don’t have the 
extra money to buy presents for their children, family and friends.  
Many are saddened at Christmastime when they think of their loved 
ones who have died and will not be with them anymore to celebrate. 
Some will be separated from their loved one who serves in the 
military, or who is not able to come home for one reason or another. 
Turkey dinners may be only a wish for some and not a reality or 
possibility... Yet, Christmas can be a season of great joy. It is a time of 
God showing great love for all people. It can be a time of healing and 
renewed strength. You see, ‘and this might be super obvious’, but 
Christmas is when we celebrate the birth of the Christ child. God sent 
his Son, Jesus into the world to be born. As we hear all through the 
sacred Christmas Carols and in scripture, His birth brought great joy to 
the world. Shepherds, wise men, and angels all shared in the 
excitement of knowing about this great event. They knew this was no 
ordinary baby. The prophets had told of his coming hundreds of years 
before. The star stopped over Bethlehem just to mark the way for 
those who were looking for this special child. 
 
The real meaning of Christmas is found in this great story once again 
of God becoming a human being in the person of Jesus Christ. God did  
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such a thing because God loves all people regardless of what they are 
like. God gave Jesus because we need a Savior, and simply because 
God is love. We can celebrate Christmas each year even if we do not 
have any money to buy gifts. We can celebrate Christmas each year 
even though our loved one will not be near us anymore. We can 
celebrate Christmas while a family member or a friend is across the 
world in service to our country. We can celebrate Christmas regardless 
if there are gifts under a tree, regardless if we have a tree or not...  
We can celebrate Christmas with or without Christmas lights, cards, 
turkey dinners, snow, stockings hung or shouts of Merry Christmas 
from those who pass by? We celebrate Christmas out of gratitude for 
what God did for us. We remember his birth and that is really enough. 
Isn’t it?   
 
It is important to know that whatever your life is like, the true 
meaning of Christmas is love and so, this season gives you an 
opportunity to do just that,,, LOVE! God loved people so much that 
God provided a way for us to spend eternity with Him. God gave us His 
only Son and then demonstrated his own love for us while we were 
still sinners. So we may give a gift to another by helping them, we 
might light up our house not with strands of lights, but with the warm 
light of friendship shared in our hosting and visiting. We can give 
personal greetings of Merry Christmas to all who we see this season 
and beyond, because despite what we may or may not have, we really 
have all that we need; and 
that is enough, isn’t it?    
    
God’s Peace and Love, 
 
Pastor Frank +  
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COUNCIL NEWS – NOVEMBER MEETING DETAILS  
 

MINUTES:  October Minutes 

 October minutes approved by council as amended 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   

Treasurer’s report approved by council as presented 

  

BOB TEETER – LONG RANGE INITIATIVE & BUDGET 

 Recap of long range planning committee origins 

 three important focuses 

 Balance budget 

 Retain and grow membership 

 Strong youth program 

 2 positions added 

 monitoring attendance at services 

 monitoring financial trends 

 Thoughts on special initiatives 

 Continue Long Range initiatives January through August 2019 

 planning for funding  
 

Long range initiative will be revisited in June 2019 

Preliminary budget was discussed 

 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE:  

 Gift Policy & Long Term Investment & Legacy Updated 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

WORSHIP AND MUSIC:  

 Christmas Eve Handheld Candle Assembly 

◦ Need Volunteers to assemble 

YOUTH:  

 Craft Show 

 Pie Sale 

 Pepperoni roll sale ending 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY:  
 Food Drive/Harvest Home - 883 pounds of food collected 

 Health Care Kits - 16 Kits completed 

 Glade Run Gifts – December 2 

 Mitten Tree/Salvation Army – December 17 
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EVANGELISM:   

 No visitor packets remaining 

 Committee additions? 

STEWARDSHIP:  

 2018 Commitment to Giving – Pledges to date 

 Committee Forming & Planning – Spring 2019 

◦ Spring stewardship time and talent Drive - April 28? 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE:  

 All American Potluck – Over 50 Attendees 

FINANCE COMMITTEE:   
 2016/17 Audit are in progress 

PROPERTY: Scouts did great job cleaning up leaves. 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: 2 vacancies on committee 

PERSONNEL: Executive Committee December 13th 7:30 

ROCKING HORSE PRESCHOOL: December and January will be 

busy learning months with lots of holiday and winter based happenings 

as well. Registration for 2019 -2020 will begin in January for the three 

year old sessions, followed by registration for the four year old 

sessions.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  

 Video Board up and running 

 Letter to zoning board 

CAPITAL FUND DRIVE:  

 Keep the Drive going.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 Kim Jones Resignation effective December 31, 2018 

 Maria Andrae – Support Group for youth with eating disorders 

 School Feeding Program 

◦ Weekend back pack lunch programs 

▪ Food List 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 Seven Openings – Four (3 year) Two (2 year) and One (1 year) 

 Bulletin of Reports Deadline is December 12 

 Congregational Meeting is January 20 

 Committee Chair Meeting – December 5, 2018 at 7:00 pm. 

(Wednesday) 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  NEXT MEETING is December17, 2018 
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Council Openings 
 

There are Seven (7) openings on council this year. Four (3) year 

terms and two (2) year terms and one (1) year term.  
 

Candidates must be communing and contributing members of the 

congregation. Why not take a more active role in the 

congregation. These are very important positions to fill. The 

requirements include attending a monthly meeting and being a 

representative for a committee at the council meetings. If you are 

interested in running, please contact Pastor Frank, a Council 

member listed on the inside front cover of the newsletter or the 

church office. 
 

Congregation & Committee News 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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Offering, Pledges and the End of the Year 
As we approach the end of the year, our church again finds itself 
several thousand dollars in arrear which concerns both council and the 
finance committee. We usually make up this deficit during December 
as people either increase their giving or bring their giving up to their 
pledged levels. If you are not sure of your giving total vs. pledged 
amount please contact Shelley Cottrill or Jack Gesalman or the church 
office for this information. We strongly encourage members to give at 
least what they pledged for the budget is based on that amount. And 
you can always give more than you pledged as well! And we thank all 
contributing members for their gifts. 
 

We are still taking 2019 Pledge Cards. If you haven’t already turned 
yours in, please do so as soon as possible. Thank you. 
 

2019 Offering Envelopes will be available for pick up after December 
17th. 
 

2018 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available. 
If the church does not have your email address, please provide it to the 
office. If an email address is not available to us, paper copies will be on 
the table in the commons area until the end of January after which they 
will be mailed. 
 

Envelope Explanation 
There are three envelopes in the pews for your convenience and 
offering choices. The BLUE envelope is the Long Term Initiative which 
supports the salaries of the Youth Coordinator, the Membership 
Coordinator and their programs. The GREEN envelope is for the 
Capital Fund Drive which is repaying the Major Repair Fund which was 
depleted by the purchase of the new air-conditioning/heating units in 
the sanctuary. The WHITE envelope is for the General Fund of the 
church and is there for normal offering if you do not have your regular 
giving envelope. Please choose how you wish to support your church 
with your weekly giving. Thank you for your support. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 
 

Join us at Sunday School Pre/K through 

6-8th  

Every Sunday from 9:30-10:20am 
 

December Calendar for Youth/Sunday 

School is available. They are posted on the 

Sunday School board in hallway. 
 

Frolic  

 (Birth-3 year olds)  
In the Nursery the first Sunday of each 

month from 9:30-10:15am. 

 
Sunday School Advent Play following 

the Advent Dinner December 2nd  
 

 

Confirmation    
 

Class dates are as follows: 
 

6th Grade Pre-Confirmation – Saturdays 12:00 pm. 
 

December 1  January 5  February 2 
 

7th Grade Confirmation – 6:00 pm. 

8th Grade Confirmation – 7:00 pm.  
 

December 9  January 13  February 10 

December 16  January 27  February 24 
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Pepperoni Rolls are 

available for pick up 

December 1 & 2, 2018 

Jr. Youth thanks you 

for your support! 

 

  
All Youth Jr. & Sr. as well as Sunday School children  

are invited to Join Us on December 16th at 1:00pm  

for a Christmas Party! 

 

Caroling will follow 

 
**Please fill out a form and return by December 9th if 

your youth will be attending. They will be given out 

during Sunday School as well as posted on Christian Ed/ 

Youth boards this will help us plan accordingly. 

 
Both Jr. & Sr. Youth 

Groups will separately be 

doing lunch and a 

movie following 

Christmas.  

More info with dates and 

times will be posted as soon as they are confirmed.   
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Thank you to all who supported the Sr. 

Youth by purchasing Pumpkin and Apple 

pies in November. Your support is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

 
 

Thank you to all the youth who 

participated in the church service 

on November 11. You all did a 

great job! 
  

 

8th Annual Soup Sale 

February 2/3, 2019 
Warm up the winter months with our 8th Annual Soup Sale. 

Please watch the commons area for the order form and types of 

soup available. Proceeds benefit the 2021 Youth Gathering in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota. Thank you in advance for your 

support. 

Join Us 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 & 

January 13, 2019 

6:00-7:00pm 

for 

When Calls the Heart  

Heart of Truth Bible Study 

No need to Sign up! EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 

Personal Care Kits 
 

Thanks to all who contributed items for the "God's Work, Our Hands" 

project. We were able to assemble 16 Personal Care Kits to donate to 

help those in need. 

 
THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

 

The turkey lost his feathers in no time at all, and our Thanksgiving 

baskets were soon full of ingredients for a delicious holiday dinner to 

give to several Good Shepherd families. Thanks to Jenny for this fun 

and efficient way to line up the basket donations, and thanks to all of 

you who contributed food and gift cards to say Happy Thanksgiving to 

our neighbors. 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR GLADE RUN 
 

A few gift angel tags remain in the church office. 
Please take one or two, sign the paper, and bring 

 your unwrapped gifts to the office by December 2nd. 

 

 

MITTEN TREE 

The Mitten Tree is set up in the Commons Area during 
December for decoration with winter hats, scarves, 
gloves and mittens, which will be donated to the 
Salvation Army. The deadline for donations is December 16, 2018. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring  
Looking ahead, the collection of money to support 
the Westmoreland County Food Bank will take place 
on Super Bowl weekend, February 2nd and 3rd, 2019. 

Please plan to bring your contribution for collection by the youth at worship 
services these days. This is part of a program that was organized by a church 
youth group, and spread across the whole country. God bless our youth! 
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W/E.L.C.A. 
 

BOOKS, GAMES & SCRIPTURES 
Sunday 

January 20, 2019 Following Annual Meeting 
Bring a sandwich and dessert to share. As usual, all women are invited to join 
us as share recently read books, enjoy scripture and have fun playing games. 

 

 

January 6, 2019 
WELCA will host an Epiphany Tea on January 6th, following the 10:30 
service, in the Social Room. Women of all ages are invited to attend. 
Bring your favorite tea cup and saucer (or mug) and an appropriate tea 
savory or sweet to share. Scones and tea sandwiches will be 
provided. This is a god time to join with others to reflect on the 
Epiphany message and share holiday stories. A sign up sheet will be 
posted in the commons area. Deadline to sign up is December 30th. 
  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

DECEMBER 16th   

at the 10:30 Service 
 

 
 

The Congregation is invited  

to join the youth on  

December 16th to go caroling. 

Time and Sign Up Sheet 

will be posted  
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Meet Fran Ober. Fran and her husband 
Chuck have been members of Good 
Shepherd for 52 years. Chuck and Fran 
will be married 55 years on January 5th. 
They have three children; Bob and Wife, 
Beth, Kevin and Jennifer and Husband, 
Mark. They are the proud Grandparents 
of Allison, Sean, Daniel, Markie, 
Allaynna, Brandon & Jordan and Great-
Grandparents to Connor & Emmett. Fran 
was born in Indiana, PA and grew up in 
Graceton and Coral, PA. She is from a 
large family with 16 siblings and loved 

every part of her years growing up. Fran is involved in the life of Good 
Shepherd and LOVES IT. She is a member of the Martha Committee, 
Fellowship Committee, Chat-n-Sew Group and Co-hosts the Pet Blessing. She 
will help out wherever else she can. She is so glad to be a member here and 
has met so many nice people, formed friendships and is so grateful for 
everyone who has been so kind to her and been a friend. Love to you all. 
 

Fellowship Update 

 

Fellowship Committee meets the 2nd Sunday of the month. Next 
meeting is Dec. 13th at 9:30 am. in the Social Hall. 

 

Because there are so many activities in December, we won’t be doing 
anything until January. 

 

Join us for TRIVIA NIGHT on January 19th and many other activities 
in the New Year. 

 

Anyone who is interested in being on the committee is welcome. If you 
have a suggestion for any activity, please call, 

Fran Ober  724-837-6794 
Bonnie Altman  724-331-6621 
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There is only one Sunday Service (10:30) on 
December 16th & December 30th.  

Saturday services will remain the same. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE 
 4:30 7:30 10:00 

Acolyte 
Crucifer 

   

Altar Guild    
Janet Ambrose 

Janet Ambrose 
  

Worship 
Assistant 

  Jim Stewart 

Lector Mackenzie Halfhill   

Greeters/ 
Presenters 

   

Ushers    
 

Service Help – Christmas Eve 
This is a very busy time of the year for everyone, however, if you are 

attending a Christmas Eve service we are in need assistance. We also 

need readers for Lessons and Carols. Please call Jenny (724)834-1940, 

sign up on the bulletin board or leave a note on the desk. Thank You. 
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News & Announcements  
 

 

*The office will be closed December 24 – January 1. The office will 

reopen on January 2nd. 
 

*As the winter weather approaches, Tune in to WPXI for Closings 

and Delays. 
 

*Each month several bakers bake cookies for Meal on Wheels. We 

really could use some additional bakers. The baking is done in your 

home and you would only bake 3 times a year. If you are interested 

in baking, contact the office. 
 

*To include something in the bulletin, please have it to the church 

office by 12:00 pm. Wednesdays. 
 

*If you sign up for a Living gift, don’t forget to turn the slip in that 

indicates where you would like your gift designated. 
 

*If you would like to share something on the Good Shepherd 

Facebook page, Website or photos for the Photo gallery, please fill 

out the appropriate form (located on the bulletin board) and return it 

to the bin on the counter in the commons area. 

 

JANUARY 20, 2019 - Following the 

10:30 am. Service. 
Packets will be available for pick up in 

January. 
 

 

 

The sign-up sheet for poinsettias is posted in the 

commons area. 
 

LIVING GIFTS – A new sign-up sheet will be posted in the 

hall. Please sign up for those dates that may have special meaning to 

you. Please note: When signing up for a Living Gift, please make 

sure that you make the check out to Good Shepherd. The treasurer 

will then send a check to the designated recipient. Good Shepherd is 

unable to deposit checks made out to other institutions and if the 

check does not go through the treasurer it is hard to keep track of for 

giving statements 
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PRAYER LIST - Our thoughts and prayers are with the following:  

  

     

Good Shepherd Members: 

Barb Spitznogle Roger  Barb Craig 

Lynne Lipko  Robin Atwell  Jackie Guhl  

   

Jeff Guhl  Lisa Appleby Marilyn DePalma  Jenny Steiner  
Jack Laird Patick DePalma Pam Hedman   Mark Reidel 

Ayden George Ida  Pastor Free  Bill Albright  

Amy (Demi) Joann Pallitto Corbin Mardis  Ken Mellor 

Lily  Kimberly Morrison    Amelia Podolinski 

 

Those in care facilities: 
Close to Home, Bolivar: Vanita Permar  

St. Anne Home: Audrey Troutman 

Westmoreland Manor:  Peg Hobbs, Ruth Gesalman, Colette Backus 

Redstone Highlands: Bernie Fisher, Charlotte Hein,  

New Haven Court: Mildred Cramer, Norma Menoher, Becky Demi, Eleanor Besser, Carole 

Bridges, Jane Croushore 

Stone Brook Manor: Eleanor Elliott 

 

Those in the Service   

NATIONAL GUARD  Spencer Goehrig     

IRAQ:    Paul Harrold, Tyler Beranek 

NAVY:    Michael Shupe, Cameron Lipko 

ITALY:    Derek Leach 

ARMY RESERVES:  Ryan Ilich 

FORT LEWIS:   Lindsey Patrick 

 

We pray for the safety of all military personnel and their families and give  

thanks to God for their service to our nation. 

 

Friends and relative of the Good Shepherd family: 

Jerry Ferraro – friend battling cancer – requested by Lynne Lipko 

Debbi Brown – Cancer – requested by Bonnie Altman 

Riley Balcita – Childhood Leukemia – Requested by Rich Welsh 

Sandy Fontana – Cancer – Requested by Darlene Frederickson 

Dick Jones – Parkinson’s – brother of Marion Bendl 

Jill Coates -- sister-in-law of Joyce Coates 

 

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of: 
 

Bob Testa, Brother-in-law of Fritz Demi 

Larraine Simonet 

 

We welcome names for the Good Shepherd prayer list. Names 

will appear on the list for one month unless we are contacted to 

keep them longer. Thank you. 


