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The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Of the Good Shepherd 
501 Fairfield Drive 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
THE REV. FRANK S. PODOLINSKI, JR., PASTOR 

Pastor’s Cell:  724-858-7816 e-mail-preacherpod@comcast.net 

Pastor’s Office Hrs: Mon. 9:30 am. – 1:30 pm., Tues. 6:30 pm. – 8:30 pm.  

Wed. 9:30 am. – 11:30 am. 
Church Office Hrs: Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

     Phone: 724-834-1940 

Church’s e-mail -- shepherd501@yahoo.com 

Church Web Site -- www.goodshepherdgbg.org 

Rocking Horse Preschool Web Site – www.rockinghorsepreschool.com 
 

A congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

“We are a caring family of God nourished by the Word, guided by the Holy Spirit to 
share the love of Jesus Christ." 

 
 

Service of the Word 

December 16, 2018 – 10:30 am. 

“Third Sunday of Advent” 
 

When you see the following symbol “+”, please stand. 
 

Please be considerate to those around you and observe silence during the prelude and service. 

This time is designed for personal meditation. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  (Silent Meditation Time) 

 “CHRISTMAS MEDLEY” PIANO & ORGAN 

DUET 

 

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who comes to set us free, the 

mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn from on high who guides us into 

peace.   Amen. 
 

Let us come before God in confession. 
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To you, O God, 

 

We lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we confess our sins to you. 

Remember not our sins; remember us with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; 

teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in 

Jesus Christ our Savior.   Amen. 
 

Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of salvation. Remember the 

gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in the name of ☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you 

are anointed to serve. Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.   Amen. 

 

+ GATHERING HYMN “AWAKE! AWAKE, AND GREET THE NEW 

MORN!” 

ELW 242 

 

+ APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

 

+ LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE   

(THE VERSE WILL BE SUNG BEFORE THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE AND 

THEN AGAIN AFTER THE ADVENT PRAYER). 

 

 “O COME, O COME EMMANUEL” ELW 257 vs. 3  

 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. Your prophets spoke of a day 

when the desert would blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. Bless us as 

we light the candles on this wreath. Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming of 

the Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, for he is our light and our salvation. Blessed 

be God forever.   Amen. 

 

ANTHEM “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM” SENIOR CHOIR 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of 

John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

 



 

 

ANTHEM “WHAT CHILD IS THIS?” SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

  shout, O Israel! 

 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

  O daughter Jerusalem! 

 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 

  he has turned away your enemies. 

 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

  you shall fear disaster no more. 

 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

 Do not fear, O Zion; 

  do not let your hands grow weak. 

 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, 

  a warrior who gives victory; 

 he will rejoice over you with gladness, 

  he will renew you in his love; 

 he will exult over you with loud singing 

  18as on a day of festival. 

 I will remove disaster from you, 

  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

 19I will deal with all your oppressors 

  at that time. 

 And I will save the lame 

  and gather the outcast, 

 and I will change their shame into praise 

  and renown in all the earth. 

 20At that time I will bring you home, 

  at the time when I gather you; 

 for I will make you renowned and praised 

  among all the peoples of the earth, 

 when I restore your fortunes 

  before your eyes, says the LORD. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 



 

 

PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-6  

 
 

 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid, 

  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become | my salvation. 

 3With joy you | will draw water 

  from the wells | of salvation. R 
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call | on God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name | is 

exalted. 

 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously; 

  let this be known in | all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion, 

  for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel. R 

 

 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 



 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:7-18 

 

The holy gospel according to St. _____________, the      chapter. 

 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 

from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of 

the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire.” 

  10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food 

must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

“Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 

them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 

with your wages.” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, 

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy 

to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

 

ANTHEM “SILENT NIGHT” SENIOR CHOIR 

 

 

 



 

 

+ HYMN OF THE DAY “GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN” ELW 290 

 

ANTHEM “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON 

HIGH: A CONCERTATO” 

SENIOR CHOIR 

 

OFFERING “CRADLE SONG PIANO & ORGAN 

DUET 

 

OFFERTORY 

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A God of Abundance, 

C We bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our 

very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the 

coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

 



 

ANTHEM “GOOD KING WENCESLAS” SENIOR BELLS 

 

HYMN “LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING” ELW 272  

 

ANTHEM “AWAY IN A MANGER” SENIOR BELLS 

 

HYMN “ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF 

GLORY” 

ELW 275 

 

ANTHEM “JOY TO THE WORLD” SENIOR BELLS 

 

HYMN “INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY ELW 276 

 

ANTHEM “GOD REST YE MERRY 

GENTLEMEN” 

SENIOR BELLS 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

For choirs, hymn writers, musicians, and off-key singing, we give you thanks, Holy One. 

Fill us with your song of joy. Open us to proclaim your glory in our singing, speaking, and 

silence. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the hurting places in creation; for seas and lands ravaged by natural disasters; for 

communities and creatures displaced by floods and droughts. Grant peace through your 

presence and joy in your healing. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For peace to ring out in our hearts and in our homes; for mercy and forgiveness to reign in 

every community; for war to cease and hunger to end. Give us this joy now, Holy One. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For those who are oppressed; for soldiers and veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder 

and their families; for neighbors who have no access to medical care; for those who are ill 

and those who mourn (especially). Fill them with your peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 



 

 

For foster families opening their homes; for grandparents raising grandchildren; for single 

parents struggling to make ends meet; for expectant parents who now grieve. Give strength 

and comfort, Holy One. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

In thanksgiving for preachers and teachers who have guided us on the way. Bring us with 

them to rejoice eternally in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these prayers and those 

unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

+ BENEDICTION  

 

May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all, 

and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.    Amen.   

 

 

 



 

 

+ SENDING HYMN “JOY TO THE WORLD” ELW 267 
 

  “HALLELUJAH CHORUS” SENIOR CHOIR & 

CONGREGATION 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  
 
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

 

We welcome all visitors with us and ask that you sign our guest register. 

If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to consider the Good 

Shepherd family. 
 

 

 

A LIVING GIFT has been designated by: 
 

Terry, Karen & Tristyn Mays to the Music Department in loving memory of Stacey Mays. 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY:     10:30         
Worship Assistant Open 

Lector Joy Stynchula 

Acolyte Allison DeMatt 

Crucifer Nicholas Cuda 

Greeters Jim & Lisa Hook 
 

Ushers Roger Sullenberger & George 

Billig 
 

Altar Guild Lisa Hook 

Counters Jim Stewart & Harry Harbaugh 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR – Nancy Flinner  

ORGANIST – Jean Brunot 

PIANIST & TRUMPETER – Greg Bittner 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

SOPRANOS   ALTOS  TENORS  BASSES 

 

Alice Podolinski  Julianna Paluch Jim Monnich  Mark Gesalman 

Linda Dunheimer  Dorothy Stewart Jim Stewart  Greg Bittner 

Karen E. Gesalman  Ellen Monnich     Fritz Demi 

Debbie Sullenberger       

Janet Ambrose 

Joyce Coates 

Kristy Alderson 

SENIOR BELLS 
 

Alice Podolinski  Tami Stewart  Kathy Wolfe  Bill Stewart 

Barbara Tychinski  Megan Terek  Andrew King  Rachel King 

Andrew Paluch  Juliana Paluch  Shelley Cottrill  
 

 

 



 

 

 
This Christmas is the 200th anniversary of the writing and first 

performance of “Silent Night”. Josep Mohr was pastor of the 

Church of St. Nicholas in Oberndorf, a village near Saltzburg 

Austria. The organ was not working. There are a number of 

stories why the organ wasn't working - one due to rust; another 

because mice chewed the leather bellows that worked the 

pipes. There was no organ for the Christmas Eve service. Pastor 

Mohr had written a poem a few years before about the night 

when angels announced the birth of the long-awaited Messiah to 

shepherds on a hillside. He asked the church organist, Franz 

Gruber to write a melody that could be sung with guitar 

accompaniment. In a few hours Gruber wrote the melody that 

he and Mohr sang for the congregation that Christmas Eve. The 

song was heard and spread through northern Europe. Twenty 

years after “Silent Night” was written, the song was brought to 

the United States. It was sung in German at the Alexander 

Hamilton Monument located outside New York City’s Trinity 

Church. It wasn’t translated into English until 1863. Today 

"Silent Night" has been translated into over 300 languages and 

sung all over the world.  
 

 

 

 



 

CALENDAR FOR WEEK OF December 16 - 23, 2018 

 
Sunday 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 9:35 am. Adult Catechism 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 1:00 pm. Youth Christmas Party 

 2:30 pm. Christmas Caroling 

Monday 6:00 pm. Brownies 

 7:00 pm. Council Meeting 

Tuesday  9:00 am. Brunot - Sanctuary 

 10:00 am. Chat-n-Sew 

 6:00 pm. Wolves 

 7:00 pm. Meals on Wheels 

Wednesday 5:30 pm. Bears 

  7:00 pm. Troop 416 

Thursday 6:30 pm. Lions 

 7:30 pm. Senior Choir 

Friday 9:00 am. – 3:00 pm. Bridge Club 

Saturday  5:30 pm. Holy Communion 

Sunday 8:30 am. Holy Communion 

Sunday 9:30 am. Sunday School 

 9:30 am. Coffee Hour 

 9:35 am.  Adult Catechism 

 10:30 am. Holy Communion 

 1:00 pm.  Youth Christmas Party 

 

Christmas Services 
 

December 24, 2018 – Christmas Eve 
 

4:30 pm., 7:30 pm., 10:00 pm. Holy Communion & Candlelight 

 

Lessons & Carols  

 We need Lectors for Both Lessons & Carols Services 

o Saturday, December 29 – 5:30 pm. 

o Sunday, December 30 – 10:30 am. (Only one service this day.) 

 

If you are able to help at any of the services, please sign up in the hallway. 
 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Envelope Explanation 
There are three envelopes in the pews for your convenience and offering choices. The blue 
envelope is the Long Term Initiative which supports the salaries of the Youth Coordinator, the 
Membership Coordinator and their programs. The green envelope is for the Capital Fund Drive 
which is repaying the Major Repair Fund which was depleted by the purchase of the new air-
conditioning/heating units in the sanctuary. The white envelope is for the General Fund of the 
church and is there for normal offering if you do not have your regular giving envelope. Please 
choose how you wish to support your church with your weekly giving. Thank you for your support. 

 

Council Openings 
There are Seven (7) openings on council this year. Four (3) year terms and two (2) year 

terms and one (1) year term. Candidates must be communing and contributing members of 

the congregation. Why not take a more active role in the congregation. These are very 

important positions to fill. The requirements include attending a monthly meeting and 

being a representative for a committee at the council meetings. If you are interested in 

running, please contact Pastor Frank, a Council member listed on the inside front cover of 

the newsletter or the church office. 

 
Offering, Pledges and the End of the Year 
As we approach the end of the year, our church again finds itself several thousand dollars in 
arrear which concerns both council and the finance committee. We usually make up this deficit 
during December as people either increase their giving or bring their giving up to their pledged 
levels. If you are not sure of your giving total vs. pledged amount please contact Shelley Cottrill or 
Jack Gesalman or the church office for this information. We strongly encourage members to give 
at least what they pledged for the budget is based on that amount. And you can always give more 
than you pledged as well! And we thank all contributing members for their gifts. 

 

MITTEN TREE (Final donations today) 

The Mitten Tree is set up in the Commons Area during December for 
decoration with winter hats, scarves, gloves and mittens, which will be 
donated to the Salvation Army. The deadline for donations is December 16, 
2018. 
 

Service Help – Christmas Eve 
This is a very busy time of the year for everyone, however, if you are attending a Christmas Eve 
service we are in need assistance. We also need readers for Lessons and Carols. Please call Jenny 
(724)834-1940, sign up on the bulletin board or leave a note on the desk. Thank You. 

 
 



 
 

The Congregation is invited to join the youth on December 

16th (TODAY) to go caroling. This is INDOOR Caroling. 

There is only one Sunday Service (10:30) December 30th.  
Saturday services will remain the same. 

 

The sign-up sheet for poinsettias is posted in the commons area. 
 

TODAY at 1:00 pm. All Youth Jr. & Sr. as well as 

Sunday School children are invited to Join Us on 

December 16th at 1:00pm for a Christmas Party! 
 

Missing Village 
A ceramic village was donated to the church and placed in the narthex next to the donated 
ornaments on Sunday, November 25 after the 10:30 service and then disappeared before that 
Monday. If anyone knows of its whereabouts please inform the church office or return it to the 
church. 

 
2019 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up in the hallway. Simply Giving members 
will have a box of envelopes for Special Services. 
 

2018 Giving Statements will be emailed as soon as they are available. If the church does 
not have your email address, please provide it to the office. If an email address is not 
available to us, paper copies will be on the table in the commons area until the end of 
January after which they will be mailed. 

 

January 6, 2019 
WELCA will host an Epiphany Tea on January 6th, following the 10:30 service, in the Social 
Room. Women of all ages are invited to attend. Bring your favorite tea cup and saucer (or 
mug) and an appropriate tea savory or sweet to share. Scones and tea sandwiches will be 
provided. This is a god time to join with others to reflect on the Epiphany message and share 
holiday stories. A sign up sheet will be posted in the commons area. Deadline to sign up is 
December 30th. 

 



 


